ioo             The Aerial Ocean
Eddies are found over every pool and river due to the cooling effect of water on the air above it. An aviator by observing the country over which he is flying can anticipate these disturbances, but some eddies are produced by causes invisible from above. Save to the novice an eddy is not very embarrassing. Its effect upon an aeroplane is to cause it to oscillate or roll in certain well-defined ways. Every aerodrome has its own particular eddies and some that are constant have their special names. For example, on Salisbury Plain over a well-known wood near the flying-ground at Larkhill, there is an eddy known as " Aunt Sally/' which is found in all weathers and at all times. Wind has the effect of bending the invisible whirlpool aside so that the precise point at which the eddy may be met varies slightly according to the direction of the wind. When considerable quantities of water exist at a very little depth below the surface of the ground, the aviator cannot always observe the difference between the damp earth and dry ground, yet he will almost invariably find the air over it in a disturbed condition.
Groups of trees cause eddies owing to their coolness as compared with the open country, and these eddies are sometimes felt at a great height as well as those caused by ponds and rivers. They are also found over white roads, chimney-stacks, and. moving trains.
The atmosphere provides an almost inexhaustible series of phenomena affecting flight. Very little is known as to the cause of the accumulation of electric potential which finds vent in lightning discharge. Almost everyone who has flown a kite with a wire has experienced slight shocks of electricity even under a cloudless sky. At Aldershot two soldiers handling a military kite were knocked down by the violence of the electric discharge. Observation of atmospheric electricity shows that the air is electrified at all times, storm or no storm, and also that